Agustus Arthur “Gus” Rogers
October 10, 1892 - April 15, 1938

Alexandria Bay, NY

Business card from Gus Rogers
sign shop.
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eral services' for Gus aogm
3 who passed away Friday, April
| 15th following a week's illness from
Kidney t’mawle, were h Monday
afternoon his late home on
'Walton stmet, Rev. Earl D.

ton of the d church and Rev. i

Roger F, Wimams of the Methodist

church were the officiating
clergy. Burial was made in the
‘Highland Park cemetery .

. Mr. Rogers was taken to the Mer-
'cy hospital in Watertown in a ser-|
ii(ms condition on Thursday, April
i 14th, and continued te fail until his
death.

ober 10, 1882, the son of Steven and |
'Minnie LaVigne Rogers, After his|
graduation from the local high school
‘he took a course in the Watertown |

He was born in this village on Oct-f X |

| Obituary for Gus Rogers
| printed on page 1 of the
{ Thursday, April 21, 1938

edition of the Thousand

| Islands Sun. Gus Rogers was

45 when he died, assuming he
was born in 1892.

FOCRERZ " gy

‘8choo! of Commerce. Later he took | BB

up the trade of sign painting and
‘became very adept in that art. '
~ He was a2 member of the Methodist |
Episcopal church and o fthe Mena
club aof the Reformed church.

He is survived by his wife, Ruth
Alice Rogers, his mother, Mrs. Geo—

rze Warner, both of this village, and & |

three half sisters and - four half

broth rs. who live in the midwest, °

and his step-father.
B . S




Rogers’ family memorial at Highland Park Cemetery, Alexandria Bay, NY.
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Gus Rogers” WW | draft registration card. Note the spelling of his name, his date
of birth and age, that he was working at a boat livery at the time, and the
comments about “deformed arm”, and “hand deformed”.
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Feb.12,1938.

Mrl.Augustus Rogerﬁ,
Alexandria,Bay, NY.

Dear lir.Rogere:

Have your letter of the 8th., and note what you
say regarding the blogks of cedar I have. These came in & car
of lumber I had coming into Binghamton, NY. and they are down.
there now, If they are not already cut out I will bring them
up with out getting them cut and we will ge ¢ Stering Garlock
to cut them for us., However I fortunatly took down one of
Chanceys decoys foomthem to use as & model in cutting the blocks
80 they sould be about as your patterns. :

I will be golng to Binghamton within the next Lwo
weeks and wlll shen get them and put them in my car so I can bring
them up to you when I come to the Bay next time, I will also at
that time bring up my o0ld decoys which need painting. The
following 1s the way I beleilve ws had thls worked out and I am
listing 1t out s0 ag to be sure we understood what I wanted,

12 Black ducke(2 drake mallards) 1.25 ea.
12 Broad bills(all females you have madel.00 ea.
24 deeoys with long necke Gwbm my blocks .75 ea.
repainting of decoys. 25 ca.

I am inclosing my check for B.25 for two broadbills
(one male and one female) which I wish you would put in a earton
and send me parcel post at oneeas several of my friends would like
t0 see them and I may be able to get a few orders for you from them.
If the .25 doegnot cover the postage I will reimburse you when I
come upe. These will be in addition to the ones you have on order
for me.

(Pt et 4‘.‘{75 e
Yery truly yours,



THE ROGERS SIGN SHOP

LETTERING OF ALL KINDS

74 WALTON STREET
ALEXANDRIA BAY, N.Y.
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Correspondence between Gus Rogers and Donald
Baxter, Syracuse, NY, regarding the carving of a group of
black duck, mallard, and broadbill decoys, and cost for
repainting other decoys. Note in the letters that Baxter
mentions the possible use of Chauncey Wheeler decoys
as patterns for cutting-out the body blocks, and that Gus
Rogers offers to send copies of his own patterns to
Baxter for the same purpose. Decoys patterns are
obviously just a starting point for carving decoys, but it
also appears clear that the sharing of patterns was not
uncommon.

Note the dates of the letters, Feb. 8 and Feb. 12,
1938, and that Baxter mentions he will have to retrieve
the body blocks from Binghamton, NY, and then bring
them to Alexandria Bay. Gus Rogers died April 15, just
62 days after Baxter’s letter was written, and it is
unknown whether he completed or even started on this
rig of decoys.

From auction and private sales we know that Donald
Baxter must have had a large rig of hunting decoys
including a number of examples by Gus Rogers and Roy
Conklin. Many have small brass tag affixed to their
bottoms with Baxter’s name and address.



Although Gus is today recognized as an important
decoy carver from the St. Lawrence River, that was not
always the case. Limited information about Rogers was
available locally from area “old timers” such as Bill
Aiken, but on a national level Gus Rogers was largely
unknown. That situation changed in 1992 with the
publication of Decoys of the Thousand Islands, and a
follow-up article published in the 1994 March/April issue
of Decoy Magazine. Together, these two sources raised
the awareness of collectors throughout North America
to the work of Gus Rogers.

In addition to hunting decoys, Gus produced a
variety of other items including miniature decoys, fish
carvings, and decoy wall plaques. A number of other
items such as life-size flyers and boat half models have
been attributed to him.

Miniature drake broadbill
by Gus Rogers, about 5
inches long.




ona plaq'zt\Je by Gus

Half deco

IncOmpIete wooden fish carving and a metal fish
template, both by Gus Rogers.



Four generations: Gus Rogers top right, his mother
Minnie Trickey Rogers top left, his grandmother Christine
Landon Trickey bottom left, and his great grandmother
Harriet Ducolon Landon bottom right.



