
 
 

Agustus Arthur “Gus” Rogers 
 

October 10, 1892 - April 15, 1938 
 

Alexandria Bay, NY 
 

 
 

Business card from Gus Rogers 
sign shop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Obituary for Gus Rogers 
printed on page 1 of the 
Thursday, April 21, 1938 
edition of the Thousand 
Islands Sun.  Gus Rogers was 
45 when he died, assuming he 
was born in 1892. 
 
 

 
 
  



 

Rogers’ family memorial at Highland Park Cemetery, Alexandria Bay, NY. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gus Rogers’ WW I draft registration card.  Note the spelling of his name, his date 
of birth and age, that he was working at a boat livery at the time, and the 
comments about “deformed arm”, and “hand deformed”. 
  



 



 



 



Correspondence between Gus Rogers and Donald 
Baxter, Syracuse, NY, regarding the carving of a group of 
black duck, mallard, and broadbill decoys, and cost for 
repainting other decoys.  Note in the letters that Baxter 
mentions the possible use of Chauncey Wheeler decoys 
as patterns for cutting-out the body blocks, and that Gus 
Rogers offers to send copies of his own patterns to 
Baxter for the same purpose.  Decoys patterns are 
obviously just a starting point for carving decoys, but it 
also appears clear that the sharing of patterns was not 
uncommon. 

Note the dates of the letters, Feb. 8 and Feb. 12, 
1938, and that Baxter mentions he will have to retrieve 
the body blocks from Binghamton, NY, and then bring 
them to Alexandria Bay.  Gus Rogers died April 15, just 
62 days after Baxter’s letter was written, and it is 
unknown whether he completed or even started on this 
rig of decoys. 

From auction and private sales we know that Donald 
Baxter must have had a large rig of hunting decoys 
including a number of examples by Gus Rogers and Roy 
Conklin.  Many have small brass tag affixed to their 
bottoms with Baxter’s name and address. 
  



 

Although Gus is today recognized as an important 
decoy carver from the St. Lawrence River, that was not 
always the case.  Limited information about Rogers was 
available locally from area “old timers” such as Bill 
Aiken, but on a national level Gus Rogers was largely 
unknown.  That situation changed in 1992 with the 
publication of Decoys of the Thousand Islands, and a 
follow-up article published in the 1994 March/April issue 
of Decoy Magazine.  Together, these two sources raised 
the awareness of collectors throughout North America 
to the work of Gus Rogers. 

In addition to hunting decoys, Gus produced a 
variety of other items including miniature decoys, fish 
carvings, and decoy wall plaques.  A number of other 
items such as life-size flyers and boat half models have 
been attributed to him. 

 
Miniature drake broadbill 
by Gus Rogers, about 5 
inches long. 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
Half decoy on a plaque by Gus Rogers. 

 

 
Incomplete wooden fish carving and a metal fish 
template, both by Gus Rogers. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Four generations:  Gus Rogers top right, his mother 
Minnie Trickey Rogers top left, his grandmother Christine 
Landon Trickey bottom left, and his great grandmother 
Harriet Ducolon Landon bottom right. 


